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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 2017 

 
In fiscal 2015/2016, the National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago made significant strides in heritage 
education and awareness, cultural heritage activities, heritage tourism promotions and raised the 
profile of the organisation and the Nelson Island Heritage Site.  The Trust operated without the 
appointment of a Council during this period.  
 
In fiscal 2016/2017, the Trust continued to fulfill its mandate through educational activities with 
the introduction of lecture series’, new land tours, exploration of new cultural heritage interests to 
cover the diversity of our multi-cultural expressions and the compilation of a photographic record.  
The Nelson Island Heritage Site began to be increasingly recognized for its importance in historical 
education with an extremely high demand for school tours.  The maintenance of the island also 
became of increased importance given the constant use and the recognition of the island as a park. 
 
A Council of six appointed members was installed in November 2016 which would now oversee 
the operations of the National Trust. 
 
NELSON ISLAND HERITAGE SITE 
 
The Nelson Island Heritage Site can be fully developed into an important resource for the National 
Trust and play a valuable role in the pursuit of heritage tourism in Trinidad and Tobago.  There is 
no other location in the country where one can identify so many events that impacted the peopling 
and economic development of the country. The Trust has been making small but important 
advances in the promotion and development of the island, which will lend to achieving the 
objective of a model heritage tourism site in the country.  
 
The educational thrust has continued unabated with primary and secondary schools from all over 
Trinidad which are now requesting tours of the site.  During the fiscal period 28 schools visited 
with 1,861 students, who had the on-site classroom experience of learning of the history of the 
events that took place and peoples that occupied the island.  
 
Tours were conducted for a variety of groups including the Police Youth Club which took 293 
children to the island, and for institutions such as the Food and Agriculture Organisation for one 
of its training programmes and the Education Department of the University of the West Indies. 
Private tours were held for the African Women’s Association who were visiting the island for the 
second occasion, a Church retreat, a visiting college class from Connecticut and the Indian High 
Commission staff.  The number of visitors totaled 537 persons. 
Cultural heritage is an important part of the expression of the people and the continued hosting of 
events on Nelson Island, affords an opportunity for an additional element of promotion in visiting 



the historic site.  Vintage Calypso, Ponche de Crème and Parang and Traditional Mas were all 
featured on the island during the fiscal period, with all events well received and a total of 640 
visitors. 
 
It is apparent that information is being shared on the importance and beauty of this heritage site by 
those who have visited and the demand is rising for tours.  The schools programme will definitely 
continue to grow and more private tours are being requested.  The Trust has to define its path for 
the hosting of cultural activities and can develop a full calendar for the island, which will be 
important in the growth of this heritage tourism project.  The total number of visitors from the 
activities held on Nelson Island was 3,038 persons. 
 
HERITAGE EDUCATION 
 
The Trust continued to maintain the momentum of the past year with its heritage awareness and 
education, and introduced a five part lecture series in November 2016, which focused on the 
history of the people of Trinidad and Tobago. These weekly lectures were engaging and served to 
bring enlightenment on the development of the society.  This was followed by another four part 
series during the period January to February 2017 which explored the elements of Carnival.  This 
series provided an understanding of the contributors and the development of the varied art forms, 
and was not only informative but highly entertaining. 
 
Other lectures were held which included in celebration of World Monuments Day in April which 
addressed the preservation and conservation of our built heritage.   A transportation heritage lecture 
was hosted in June with railway historian Glen Beadon which traced the route travelled by the 
train from Port of Spain to Rio Claro via Caparo. As the Trust continues to ensure that its 
membership in Tobago is served, a lecture was also hosted in June which addressed the History of 
Tobago.  This presentation was facilitated by Dr. Rita Pemberton. 
 
Tours are an important aspect to afford learning of the heritage of the country, and the Trust 
explored cultural festivals including Ramleela and Kendra Phagwa, and conducted tours to Rancho 
Quemado to learn of the cocoa industry and surrounding communities, to Cedros and Icacos to 
learn of the coconut industry, the military history of the area, enjoy the beautiful lagoon and 
explore the Balka Devi Mandir and mud volcanoes. A tour was hosted to Moruga to participate in 
the Food Festival and enjoy the scenic countryside.   
 
The Trust continued its Carnival promotions with the Traditional Mas on Nelson Island and the 
Canboulay tour, ensuring that the cultural heritage is promoted and supported.  
While Toco and Chacachacare were visited for the development of tours, they have to be further 
developed. 
 
The Trust in its partnership with the Water Taxi Service continued the Western Isles Tour which 
explores the history of the western peninsula and islands in the Gulf of Paria.  Eleven tours were 
conducted during the period Easter, July and August vacation and they were continuously 
oversubscribed and a very successful initiative. 
 



In celebration of World Museum Day, a 5 Museums tour was held with visits to the Angostura, 
Cricket, Police, National and Chaguaramas Military museums. 2 further museum tours were 
conducted based on significant interest in visiting these sites. 
 
In fulfilment of the mandate for the compilation of photographic records, the Trust curated an 
exhibition titled “Details” which featured the photography of volunteers, and highlighted 
architectural and other features.  This exhibition was launched in March and showcased around 
the country at venues in Port of Spain, Sangre Grande, Couva, Arima, Rio Claro and Point Fortin. 
The Trust also featured the Landmarks exhibition at NALIS, Port of Spain and at the office on 
Sackville Street. 
 
NELSON ISLAND MAINTENANCE 
 
The National Trust has been responsible for the maintenance of the Nelson Island Heritage Site 
since October 2016.  Therefore the operation of the solar system, generator and pumps have all 
been aspects of maintenance for which staff has had to take responsibility, ensuring that equipment 
is serviced regularly and diesel supplies are adequate and topped up twice yearly.   
 
During the year the Trust replaced a string of solar batteries to improve the power supply on the 
island.  Improvements were also made to the lighting in the garden for the events hosted at evening 
time.  A chiller was acquired from Caribbean Bottlers Limited for storing refreshment for sale on 
the island.  Efforts were also made to improve the sanitation by having Rentokil provide sanitact 
bins and storage was improved in the storeroom and pantry areas.  
 
Given the regular traversing of the seas in the Gulf of Paria, life jackets were acquired for use by 
staff and service personnel, who visit the island for maintenance and preparation for and after 
events, as well as by Ministry personnel for assessments of projects. 
 
ICOMOS INTERN 
 
The Trust benefitted from the presence of an ICOMOS intern during the period June to August 
and based on her research a presentation was delivered in August on the Woodford Square Heritage 
District.   
 
 
NATIONAL TRUST GIFT SHOP 
 
In growing the Trust Gift Shop, the range of products held continue to be expanded to determine 
the best items to stock.  This would include locally manufactured goods and publications by local 
authors and National Trust branded products.  
 
To improve the recording process for items sold, a point of sale machine system was acquired, for 
use on and off site to track the sales in the Gift Shop.  This has helped in many ways for ease of 
recording transactions as against written receipts, and continue to be adjusted for improvements of 
the recording system. 
 



The Trust Gift Shop is enjoying small success, but it is hoped that this can be further developed to 
bring the Gift Shop to a more viable business line. 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH – CALEDONIA ISLAND 
 
An archaeological team from the University of Vienna and the University of the West Indies were 
engaged in preliminary research, as a project investigating Jewish detention on Nelson and 
Caledonia Islands.  This was carried out over a period of 5 days during the month of January, with 
further research to be done in 2017. 
 
CELEBRATORY ACTIVITIES 
 
The National Trust organized a celebratory event in June for the 100th Anniversary of Woodford 
Square, which saw the bandstand come alive with a performance by the Holistic School of Music 
sponsored by two donors, and a 100th anniversary cake supplied by author, Danielle Delon.  This 
event also included an OUT Tour with National Trust branded orange umbrellas, where 
participants learned of the history of the square.  The Mayor of the City of Port of Spain 
participated in the tour and cut the anniversary cake.  It was a most lively event with passers by 
joining in and enjoying the music and the celebrations. 
 
The Trust was involved in the celebration of Patriotism month during August to September which 
is coordinated by the Ministry of  
A panel discussion was also jointly hosted with NALIS during Patriotism month discussing ?????  
Patriotism month also saw collaboration with the Ministry of Community Development, Culture 
and the Arts for the hosting of three tours to explore First Peoples, African and East Indian heritage. 
 
The Trust participated in a function held by the Rio Claro Tabaquite Regional Corporation to 
launch their Volunteer Network project. 
 
CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
The National Trust made travel arrangements for the participation of a member of staff to the 3rd 
Annual Conference of National Trust and Preservation Societies to be held in Curacao to be held 
in November. 
 
OPERATION REBOOT 
 
October - mobilization for You Tube videos and website maintenance. 
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
assistance with T& T Film Festival, Membership Cards and Printing, acquisition of minor 
equipment - Audio systems for tours on buses and walking tours, portable audio systems, laptop, 
December – close for 8 days, ex-gratia payments. 
March – increases in staff salary,  
July –training for staff – social media, attendance to lecture- Asa Wright, Sage 50 software,  



September – Patriotism tours,  You Tube videos, Trust shop purchases, school tour, pest control 
– NI, Knollys Tunnel function, plants for NI, Indian High Commission tour. 
 
APPENDIX 1 
 
Schools which participated in the Nelson Island tours: 
 

1. Guaico Presbyterian Primary School 

2. Cunapo St. Francis Primary School 

3. Lucia’s Private School 

4. St. Joseph’s Boys R.C. 

5. Belmont Girls R.C. Primary 

6. Diego Martin Central Secondary 

7. San Fernando Central Secondary 

8. Queen’s Royal College 

9. St. Augustine Senior Secondary 

10. Anstey Memorial Girls Anglican 

11. International School of Port of Spain 

12. Arima Boys R.C. School 

13. Presentation College, San Fernando 

14. Pleasantville Secondary School 

15. Point Fortin East Secondary 

16. Fyzabad Secondary School 

17. Holy Faith Convent Couva 

18. San Juan South Secondary 

19. Biche Presbyterian Primary School 

20. Black Rook Government Primary School 

21. Diamond Vale Government Primary 

22. Vessigny Secondary School 

23. St. Joseph’s Convent, San Fernando 

24. St. Augustine Secondary School 

25. Holy Name Convent Port of Spain 

26. Princess Town ASJA Primary 



 
 
 
 APPENDIX 2 
 
Heritage activities held during the fiscal period October 2016 - September 2017: 
 

Event Title Facilitator 
Nelson Island Tour Vintage Calypso II Dr. Andrew Marcano 
History Lecture Series Pre-Colombian History Dr. Christian Cwik 
History Lecture Series Spanish Colonial Trinidad Dr. Bridget Bereton & 

Dr. Sylvia Moodie-
Kublalsingh 

History Lecture Series/Film  C’est Quitte Mr. Alex De Verteuil 
History Lecture Series Enslavement and 

Emancipation 
Dr. Michael Toussaint 

History Lecture Series The Period of Indentureship Dr. Sherry Ann Singh 
Nelson Island Tour Ponche De Crème and Parang Los 
Land Tour Cedros/Icacos  
Cultural Heritage Tour  Ramleela Experience Cedar Hill Youth Group 
Carnival Lecture Series Heritage of Steelpan Mr. Nestor Sullivan 
Carnival Lecture Series Heritage of Mas Dr. Browne & Ms. 

Valerie Taylor 
Carnival Lecture Series Heritage of Calypso Dr. Hollis Liverpool 
Carnival Lecture Series Heritage of J’ouvert Dr. Kela Francis & 

Attillah Springer 
Lecture History of Tobago Dr. Rita Pemberton 
Lecture Early Development of the 

Railway in Trinidad 
Mr. Glen Beadon 

Lecture Woodford Square Heritage 
District 

Ms. Natalia Sanchez 
Rodriguez 

Nelson Island Tour UWI Education  
Nelson Island Tour Food and Agriculture 

Organisation 
 

Nelson Island Tour Africa Women’s Association  
Nelson Island Tour Police Youth Club  
Nelson Island Tour  Indian High Commission Staff  
Nelson Island Tour Traditional Carnival II  
Land Tour Rancho Quemado   
Carnival Tour Canboulay  



Cultural Heritage Tour Phagwa Festival  
Land Tour 5 Museums  
Land Tour Moruga Tour/Food Festival  
Land Tour Cedros Icacos  
Walking Tour 100th Anniversary - Out – 

Woodford Square 
 

Land Tour Museums Tour  
Land Tour Museums Tour  
Land Tour East Tour  
Land Tour South Tour  
Land Tour Central Tour  
Land Tour Ministry of Social Development  
Boat Tour Western Isles - 5 tours - July  
Boat Tour Western Isles – 6 tours - August  
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